
Nova Scotia Duck Tolling
Retriever

About The Club
The Toller Club of Great Britain was formed during the Summer of 2005 and 
has evolved constantly since that time.

It was formed after a few friends and fellow Toller enthusiasts got together
and decided they wanted something different from a traditional breed club
so went about forming a fun, friendly, helpful, and interactive club that can
be a support system for all Toller lovers to talk about the serious and not
so serious sides of Toller ownership – so whether a Toller is just a pet, or a
winning show dog, all owners and enthusiasts are welcome.

Since people have come to hear about our club, the membership has 
continued growing, particularly as our club
is not trying to be in competition with any
other and is offering something different to
our members. We therefore have members
who belong to many other different Toller
clubs around the world.

People find that our club is more immediate
and interactive than most traditional breed
clubs due to our use of Internet based
content and forum. Our website provides
visitors with a Gallery where they can submit
pictures, an event calendar, links to all the
best Toller resources from around the world 
and most people’s favourite part which is a
very large, fun, friendly and busy forum with
over 360 members from all around the
world all – Talking Tollers !

The international diversity of the forum and club members give the club a 
very international feel and provides an interesting perspective of how other
people and countries differ in their approach to all things Tollers, including 
breeding programs, training, vaccinations, etc.

All off this is free to any Toller enthusiast, regardless of if they are a
member or not, but for those who do join they benefit from additional 
advantages such as:

Annual Fun Day
Twice Yearly Newsletters
Club Training Events
Exclusive Discount on Goods
Exclusive Members Only Content on the Website
And much more!

If you would like to become a member of the club or learn more about 
it please either visit our website at : 

           http://www.thetollerclub.org.uk
Or call the club on: 07528 777004

There is also a second Toller club in the UK called the Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever Club Of
UK, which is a Kennel Club registered breed club.
Website : http://www.toller-club.co.uk/

Ideal Family Pet

Perfect Size

Enthusiastic Retriever

Water Loving

Intelligent & Eager To Learn

Versatile

Happy At Work, Rest & Play

3. Just do what I tell you
Tollers love to work, but they are not always as easy to train as other 
breeds. They need to be challenged and engaged by their activity, or 
they get bored and stop paying attention. They may also try and
second guess what you’re trying to achieve before they get around to
doing what you’re looking for. Patience, inventiveness and flexibility
are key. If you want a dog that’s going to learn by the book, or if
you’re at all unsure about your ability to train a dog who’s a little
different from the norm, a Toller may not be for you.

2. Smart, smart, smart
It cannot be stressed enough that this is a dog with brains to spare. 
Keeping all that intelligence focused and busy is a big challenge. 
These dogs MUST be given at least basic obedience training, and
many  Toller owners are active in several dog activities (hunting, 
agility, flyball, tracking, and competitive obedience) just to keep their
Tollers occupied. Even a Toller who is “just a pet” MUST have basic
obedience training and the chance to use their brains or they can
become downright obnoxious around the house.

1. Vrooom.
The Toller is an energetic dog, and needs plenty of exercise. While 
they’re not quite as hyperactive as other breeds, they do need lots 
of exercise, physical and mental. If you are looking for a dog who is 
content with nothing more than a pleasant walk in the evening, go 
elsewhere. Better behaviour through exhaustion is the rule for living
with a Toller. If you don’t have time to give this breed at least an hour
of exercise a day, every day, with plenty of swimming and fetching, 
look elsewhere. A Toller with excess energy will find another outlet for
his drive, and the results are seldom pleasant.

These are not little Golden Retrievers or Red Collies!

Remember if you can’t keep this dog busy, don’t get this dog. 
Unlike some breeds, a Toller is a mental and physical commitment. 
They are not the dog for everyone, and while we love them dearly,
we don’t want to see them in rescue homes and shelters.
Keep all of this in mind as you consider choosing a 
“Little Red Retrieving Machine”.
With all the questions about the reasons why a Toller might not be for
them, it makes people think of all the reasons why, out of hundreds of
breeds, Tollers are the one for them , here are some…

10. Their natural drip-dry coat, beautiful and low maintenance.
9. Lower incidence of health problems. 
8. Their watchdog abilities without being barky at other times.
7. Natural hunting abilities make it easier for someone who doesn’t
spend much time training.
6. Smart and easily motivated by food, toys, anything that moves.
5. Perfect size.
4. Ability to communicate in many ways with us humans.
3. World’s best mood-lifter. If you have a Toller drop a toy at your feet
then do a flying pounce and come bouncing back for another go, you
just have to share their joy of life.
2. Versatile and adaptable, able to go from couch potato to screaming
retriever in mere seconds.
1. When they look into your eyes, you know they love you (or maybe
they are hungry, or want outside, or you’ve hidden the ball again.......)
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Top Ten Reasons To Own Or NOT To Own A 
Toller
Based Upon & Reproduced by Kind Permission Of The NSDTR Club 
Of USA : http://www.nsdtrc-usa.org

Why Not To Get A Toller!

10. Shedding and Mess
Tollers shed their coat seasonally, and they are dogs who like to swim
and roll and wallow. They are not a dog for the fastidious or the allergic.

9. Watch your cat
Many Tollers do just fine in households with cats or other animals. 
They do have a strong prey drive, however. If you don’t want your cat
chased, this may not be the dog for you.

8. They are not guard dogs
Tollers are generally wary of strangers, but if you want a dog to serve
as protection, look elsewhere. While they are excellent natural
watchdogs,  and their barking may be more than enough to scare
away a burglar, these dogs are not cut out to protect. 

7. The “Scream!”
Many Tollers have a penetrating scream which they produce to indicate
excitement and eagerness. To the uninitiated, this can sound like the
dog is being fed into a wood chipper; it’s high pitched, frantic and loud. 
Not all Tollers scream, but many do. If you are unable to teach quiet
manners, or live in a neighbourhood where dog noise will get you in
trouble, or just don’t like dogs who make noise, this is not the breed
for you. 

6. Drive
Tollers are part of the Gundog Group, and are traditionally bred to be
working dogs. They have a frantic drive to work, and will retrieve until
your arm is ready to fall off. Tendonitis in Toller owners is not unusual. 
This may sound cute now, but after the 400th throw, you may change 
your mind.

5. Not everyone’s best friend
If you are looking for a dog who wants to be the world’s best friend, the 
Toller may not be for you. Tollers are gentle and kindly and many can
be quite outgoing, but if you are looking for a dog with that Labrador  
“Hello, I just met you and you’re my best friend” attitude, the Toller
may be wrong for you. The Toller will greet strangers happily, but
generally reserve true enthusiasm for their family and special people.

4. Did you say no?
If you give a Toller an inch, they will take a mile and come back for
another. Tollers are generally too smart to engage in out and out
dominance battles. Instead they sense your weaknesses, and exploit
them. 
If you are unable to be firm (kind, but firm) about the rules of your 
household, and to enforce them consistently, you will find that the
ruler of your house has four legs and is red. They don’t have a mean 
bone in their bodies, but they are opportunistic and stunningly smart. 
If you’re not in charge, they will be.

About The Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever 
a.k.a “The Toller”
The Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever was originally known as the 
Little River Duck Dog and originated in the Little River District of Nova 
Scotia. The history of the Toller in those early years is still somewhat
unclear but history notes that as early as the 17th Century “small ginger 
coloured dogs” were used as Decoy dogs in Europe to help lure waterfowl
into nets. Historic records first describe such a dog in Nova Scotia in the
early 19th Century. It is not known if the Toller originated from these dogs
or was developed from a combination of other breeds to imitate what was
seen in early Europe.

The term “Tolling” in the breed name descends from the phrase to toll 
(or lure) and retrieve waterfowl. A tolling dog runs, jumps, and plays along 
the shoreline in full view of a flock of ducks, occasionally disappearing
from sight and then quickly reappearing, aided by the hunter, who throws
small sticks or a ball for the dog. The dog's playful actions arouse the
curiosity of the ducks swimming offshore and they are lured within
gunshot range. The Toller is subsequently sent out to retrieve the dead or
wounded birds from land or water.

The “Little River Duck Dog” was officially recognised by the Canadian
Kennel Club for the first time in 1945 and was then officially given its title 
as the “Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever”, and has since enjoyed
the status of being the official dog of Nova Scotia, the province of its
origin.

The Toller is an intelligent, easy to train, medium-sized, powerful,
compact, balanced, well-muscled dog. They show a high degree of
agility, alertness and determination. It is often expressed that Tollers can
have a slightly sad expression when at rest, then as soon as they go to
work their appearance changes in an instant to one of intense 
concentration and excitement.  When being worked, a Toller has a 
speedy, rushing action, with their head carried out almost level with the
back and their heavily-feathered tail in a constant swishing motion.

Most Toller owners agree that the Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever is
the best all round dog you can have.

The Versatility Of The Toller
Tollers are working dogs. They are active, intelligent and driven. 
Individual dogs display varying degrees of these characteristics, but the 
breed is essentially fast and smart. They are good natured dogs, willing and 
interested in life and all its opportunities, so it is important to find activities 
that suit your lifestyle and the needs of your Toller.

Gundog
Tollers were and still are bred as duck hunting dogs. Tolling, swimming and 
retrieving is part of their nature and Tollers 
love doing it.

A number of owners and their dogs who
don’t hunt still enjoy the discipline in
hunting tests and field trials.

                                                            Agility
                                                            Tollers tend to love and excel in Agility. 
                                                            They enjoy both the mental and
                                                            physical challenge of agility and move
                                                            like lightning around the course.

Flyball
Flyball is a team based sport which 
incorporates a Toller’s natural instinct to 
retrieve and utilises its speed.

                                                                Obedience
                                                                Obedience uses the Toller’s natural 
                                                                intelligence to great effect. Tollers
                                                                take to the training quickly and the
                                                                biggest problem is the handler
                                                                keeping up!
Showing
Showing a toller in conformation is, in 
some ways, a lot less strenuous than any 
other activity, yet it still relies upon the 
Toller’s natural intelligence and flair so the 
handler and dog are at one.

There are many more activities that Tollers
take part in and excel at, but these are 
some of the most common. 
Remember ! – A Busy Toller Is A Happy Toller !
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